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I've been 
in a blue funk 
lately. 

































































“If ldo this, then 
that will happen.” 
These predictions 
come naturally to 
me, and it is in this 
way, | bar myself 
from exploring any- 
thing more. 





Toa 
certain extent, 
accumulating life 
experience, puts 
adampener on 
gaining more. 


NOT 000 
THOUGH, 
CONSIDERING 
I'M ALMOST 
FORTY. 


Sleep, wake, 

and work — pretty 

much sums up my 
day-to-day life. 


The fact that | find 
satisfaction in this 
humdrum routine, 
that | pursue it, has 
gotten me in fairly 


low spirits. 


MORE 
OF THESE 
GRAY HAIRS 
AGAIN... 
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Living on repeat 
means that nothing 
particularly good 
occurs, but then 
neither does any- 
thing bad. 









































Se, 








And as of late, I've 
been nowhere other 
than my workplace. | 
simply read books or 
watch television, all in 

the comfort of my 
home barren of any- 
thing good or bad. 


I'M BORED OF 
THE SAME OLD 
STUFF, EVEN 
THE MEALS I 
MAKE ARE NOT 
NEARLY AS 
APPETIZING 
ANYMORE, 


Pancakes 
are still 6 


ALTHOUGH AN OLD 
MAN LIKE ME HAS 
NO BUSINESS BEING 
IN THAT KIND OF 


IE THAD A 
NOPE, NO. GIRLFRIEND 
700 MUCH YOUNGER 
TROUBLE. THAN ME... 














EVERYONE'S 
EARLY TODAY 
AS WELL. 








I RECEIVED 


CHIEF KIRISHIMA 
SHE MEN- EARLIER THIS 


TIONED HAVING "MORNING. 
SOMETHING TO 

TALK ABOUT 
DID SHE WITH XG, 
WONDER 

war. 


PLEASE 
DON'T. 





LET ME 
GUESS... 


THE OFFICE 


IS NOT FAR OFF 
THE MARK. 


SHE SAID SHE 
TOLD YOU TO 
DROP BY BEFORE 
GOING HOME 
YESTERDAY, BUT 
YOU DIDN'T. 





pl eve 


her 2 ine 





I THINK 
I'M GOING 





TopAY 100, 
NOZUE- 

sanis so wee 
ADORBS! 


WILLINGLY 
WORK A 
SHORT HOUR 
OF OVERTIME 
IF IT'S FOR 
NOZUE-SAN. 


AS 


BUT THANKS TO 
HIM, WE CAN 
FORGET ABOUT 
OVERTIME WORK 
ALTOGETHER, 


THE Guy's 

















He gets the 














Sob done in 
the twinkling 
Plus of an eye! 
y bes 
gust WHat : 
FALL so NUMBER DID Me 
Despe.  NOZUIE-SAN _. 
Ratety IN PULL, S 
Love wit Vy, 
HIM? i 
WHY DO YOU 
fot IT SEEMS == NOW THAT THINK HE'S 
Be re gee one 
Mev accounte MENTIONED | Bur, y'KNOW, Ve'e VERY 
wos 3 PEOPt 6 WHO, WELL-LIKED? 
»{ BE CONTENT: HAS BEEN 
that's FOLLOWING CHOOSE TO STAY 
Alar AS ABT oN HIM AROUND UNWED ARE NOT No 
ine | THE sive, AGAIN, UNCOMMON Bye 
Pat HUH? THESE DAYS. 

































































FEMALE = THAT NO ONE 
EMPLOYEES, = SHOULD 
HIS AIR LAUGH HAVE HIM! 
1S ENOUGH TO 
TICKLE OUR 
MATERNAL 
INSTINCTS! 


UNEED HIM 
To TEAH ME 
HIS TEH- 
Niaves! 





ya a hh 
¢ Vo 


KAKITAN/ 
WILL HAVE TO 





FELLAS, 


I'VE NO 
INTENTION 
OF LETTING 
NOZUE-SAN 





SUSHI? 


No- 
wel 


HEY, 
WAIT? 


AHH~ 
SEXUAL 
HARASS- 
MENT~ 


} 





























AS WELL. 
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= wHeT 
THAT 
Ws SEXVAL 
Th\ A apretrte, 
Vy will 
WL? you?! 





I still have a sex 
drive, but I've 
got zero desire 
‘tomarry. 


Instead of going on 
dates and mentally 
exhausting myself, 
Id rather spend my 
weekends lounging 
around the house. 






















Ino longer have 

the enthusiasm 

to climb the cor- 
porate ladder. 


While my 
interest in food 
is definitely 
there, I've none 
for people from 
outside my 
company. 


Forming deep relationships 
with others or challenging 
myself with new things, are 
now too drab for me. 


I blame it on my age that 
I find these hassles dull, that 
both my public and private 
affairs have become 
mindless routine. 





Nozue- 
SAN, 


DON'T YOU THINK 
YOU SHOULD CUT 
BACK A BIT... 





MANNERS 
ASIDE, I'M 
MORE CON- 
CERNED 
ABOUT YOUR 
HEALTH. 


WHAT 
DID CHIEF 
KIRISHIMA 
WANT TO 








ARE YOU 
GOING? 























I'M WAY PAST 
MY PRIME FOR 
MIKERS. 


























eee +» J youre 
WORRY THIRTY-NINE, 
TO PREFER compen ABOLIT ME, BY ALL RIGHTS, tyEN SHOULDNT 
STAYING ‘TIONOR TM COMP- TT WOULD MAKE You Be PROMO- 
AWAY FROM WHATNOT, LETELY FINE YOU'RE ABSOLUTE SENSE teD BY NOW? 
THOSE THE WAY IF YOU HAD THE 
EVEN HAVING 
KINDS OF TAM. CAKITANNGIN SAME POSITION 
TROUBLES, AS KIRISHIMA- 
Take your — AS KInSHiMA: 
RECENT PROJ- : 
ECTS FROM 
YOU... 


YOU'RE NOT 
AS OLD AS 
YOU'RE MAKING WHATEVER 
IT SOUND, SO HAPPENED TO 
PLEASE STOP BEING MAD 
PERPETUATING KEEN ON 
m 


WORK? 


T.WANT You 
TO ENJOY 
YOUR WORK 
AS WELL. 





HARDLY. 


TM 
GRATEFUL. 











































































































‘THE NEXT 


THIRTY-FOUR 
MINUTES: 
AWAY. 


RUNNING AT 
FULL FVEEP 17 
ABOUT THE 
TAME AF 





uv 

















YOU HAD THOSE 
INTERESTS... 











AY 


TAKING 


Line up SELFIES, 


BEING IN me 
STITCHES: a 
over sity CHANGING 
GIRL TALK... 
STORIES, 


HAVING FUN, 


I DOUBT YOUNG 
GIRLS WOULD BE 
THINKING ABOUT 
ae BUT FOR A HEAVY MATTER 
THINGS THEY = AN OLD MAN LIKE ETHOS, 
D0, CARRY THE LIKE ME, 
SAME WEIGHT 
AS A REASON 
FOR BEING. 





ARE YOU 


I MEAN, US 
‘MEN NEVER GOT 
TO Be BRIWNING, 
WITH YOUTHFUL 
ENTHUSIASM EVEN 

WHEN WE WERE 

YOUNG. 


WOULD You 
LIKE 10 SEE. ME 
TAKE A GELFE 

WHILE ACTING 


CUTE AND 
CHARGED UP? 


0 
PROBABLY 
SHARE Love 
STORIES OR TAKE 
‘SAPPY PICTURES 
WITH YOu. 


NICE Guy, 
o'r WOLLGNT 
MIND DOING 
THAT MUCH. 








a 
\ o> 
7) \ = \. 


WHAT WAS: 
THAT, ALL OF 
A SUDDEN? 


-sPORGET 
it. 





PANCAKES 


FOR LUNCH, 
STRAIGHT- 








* WHAT = NOT - — 
Ts ET exacny y V7 , ee In LT 
ih HAPPENING 5 5 t — 
HERE? Ir 3 eat a J 
NCO Wye 

KL Ih she ec ft fk l 






















































































Tus WERE 
NoTA 
PLACE AN. OUT LIKE 


obp Guy A SORE 
UNAS THUMB! 
(AN JUST 4 
(OME 
MARCHING 
iS INU v 
Vi 


SMITTEN WITH 
YOUR DEVILISH 


(OULD You 
EVERYONE’S QUIT PLAYING 
STARING Be(ause THE AIR- 
THEY THINK = HEAD?! 
You’RE WoT! 











ZING 


[Youre & 
00 \oud. 









No 
Lppn't. WAY. tar 
ume (Ae hoe 
THATFAR. ane 


you 
sai You 

WANTED TO 

\ 4 BE A GIRL. 



































AND BECAUSE 
YOU REMAIN 
CLUELESS, YOU 
PEAR THAT PO- 
TENTIAL FOR 
FAILURE WHEN 
TACKLING NEW 
THINGS. 





LETTING YOUR 
HAIR DOWN IS: 
BEYOND YOU, AND 
OPENING UP TO 
OTHERS GIVES YOU 
ANXIETY, JUST LIKE 
WHEN YOU WERE 


BEING Sera 
CNG IN 
EATING ano certinc «= NO 
ENTRUSTED 
PANCAKES, Se 
EVEN. IT'S ALL is 
TOO DAUNTING WORK, TAKING 
ON A HEAVY 
FOR YOU. 
RESPONSI- 
BILITY... 


YOU WERE 
100 CONSUMED 
WITH WORK 
oT YOU ae BEFORE TURNING 
CANT FiguRE EGET do THEN 
OuT WHAT YOU , 
YOU REALIZED 
NEED OR WANT "OV Tao 
TO Do. 
NOTHING. 


YOU FIND IT 
SCARY TO THINK 
THAT YOU'RE 
NEARING THE END 
OF YOUR THIRTIES 
WITHOUT HAVING 
CHANGED ONE 
BIT, 


AND YOU'RE 
REGRETTING THAT, 
ALL THIS TIME, 
YOU'VE POURED 
EVERY DROP OF 
YOUR PASSION INTO 
YOUR WORK, ISN'T 
THAT RIGHT? 





LAND YOU A 


PUNCH IN THE 
FACE. 











BESIDES YOU'VE 
ALREADY KO'ED 
‘ME, SO HOLDING 
A FIST AGAINST 
YOU |S WORTH 
ZILCH. 


























AND T SAID 
IT, PULLY PRE- 


I WON'T 
BE SAYING 
THESE KINDS 
OF THINGS TO. 


PARED FORA ANYONE OTHER 


THRASHING. 


Like T 
COULD HIT 


YOU IN A 
PLACE LIKE 
THis. 


‘THOUGHT 
‘TWICE BEFORE 
SAYING IT IF 
YOU'RE JUST 
GONNA SWEEP 
IT ASIDE WITH 
AN APOLOGY. 


HAVE 
Te 
ISOLATED 


MYSELF TOO 
MUCH? 











THAN YOU. 












































BECAUSE 





I'M 
‘ AS A CONSTANTLY 
TNE GROWN pesutt, FROM WATCHING AND 
DF 


TO BE THE AY ‘TIL LEARNING 

EXCELLENT NIGHT. FROM YOU, 
‘SUBORDINATE 

TAM NOW. 








THANKS ALL RIGHT, 











To MY Pomme WISE Guy. 
I DETECTED EXCELLENT ROUSE y, 
THE FIRST SIGNS — SURVEIL- se 

















AND SYMPTOMS: LANCE, 
THAT YOU'RE 

GOING THROUGH 
ANDROPALISE. 
















































“TN aNDROPALSE CHALE NENOPEUSED 
2 _ 7 









IF I's 100 IT TOO ANOROPAUSER! 
EARLY FOR ROP) 2! 
FORTY, THEN PREMATURE?! 5) ! 
THIRTY -NINE TH ONLY SERIOUSLY! 


MORE, 


AHH, 
> waar TM 

















SOMEONE 
ONCE TOLD 
ME, REGRET IS 
NOURISHMENT 
FOR ONE'S 
HAPPINESS — 
THE FUEL 
OF LIFE. 





ee BUT 

TM Just 
A SUPERIOR 
FROM WORK. 



































IN IGNITING 
YOUR PASSION 
AND IN HELP- 
ING YOU FIND 


YOUR HAPPI- 
Ness. 





you 
THINK...? 


AMT 
REALLY...? 


you've GOT 
ALONG WAY 
To GO AT 
THIRTY-NINE, 
SO TREAT 
YOUR REGRET 
AS PRECIOUS 
FUEL. 


WOULD YOU 
UKE ANOTHER 
SERVING OF 
COFFEE? 


WE NEED 
TO TAKE MEA- 
SURES SO YOUR 
ANDROPAUISE 
WON'T TAKE A 
TURN FOR THE 





THE ICE 
CREAM'S 
ALMOST 
FULLY 
MELTED. 


HOW Is IT, 
S| THE TASTE 
OF REGRET? 


| KNEW 
I'D TASTE 


BUT ITS Coob! 


A HUNDRED 
TIMES BETTER 5 
THAN ina. a 


GINED! 


Uw 








BT yur |, 
we'Ve 


a FoR ‘| ALREADY 
NoT ME! REQuISITE. j TOUCHED 
°) T... 





EXCELLENT. 


FINISH EVERY- 


OH YEAH, I FEEL 
LIKE THE WAY HE 


EATS, HASN'T 
CHANGED AT ALL 
SINCE THEN. 


HE STILL 
STUFFS HIS 
MOUTH Flue. 











ess 


oe GU 
YOU ARE, AREN'T = YOU 
CREST- Al 
FALLEN RIGHT? 
DROWNING = OR ANY- eRest 
YOUR SORROWS, THING, 
EH? THE SMELL 
GIVES YOU 


I'D LIKE TO 
THANK YOU 








BEING 
FOOLISHLY 
HONEST LIKE 
THAT WAS 
A GOOD 
CALL. 


snow rm EDIT 
not sure Tang's 
IF THERE'S 
ANYTHING 
T COULD 
0." 


TT MAY Just 
BE THE DESPER- 
ATE CANDIDNESS 

OF A STUDENT 

WHO CAN'T GET 

A JOB OFFER... 


TELL YOU WHAT, 
IT'S A HUGE ADVAN- 
TAGE THAT YOU'RE 
ABLE TO REGRET 
AND FACE FORWARD 
WITHOUT MAKING 
ANY EXCUSES. 


LIKE HOW 
THE PERSON 
YOU'RE NOW 

IS CRAVING 


FOR CHANGE. 


YOU'RE 
REGRETTING 
THAT YOU 
DIDN'T TAKE 
YOU FEEL 
asnamen oF ACTIN. 
YOURSELF. YOU? 


THERE IS A 
GREAT DEAL 
OF INSPIRATION 
BORN ONLY OUT 
OF REGRET. 





REGRET IS 
NOURISHMENT 
FOR ONE'S 
HAPPINESS — 
THE FUEL OF 
LiFe. 


THE COMPANY 
HAS A STUPID 
SOFT SPOT 
FOR PEOPLE 
BURNING WITH 
THAT FUEL. 


DIFFERENT, 
I'VE PLENTY 
TO BURN. 


YOU'RE STILL 
(ON THE WAY, YOU 
WILL LEARN TO 
LOVE YOURSELF 
STEP BY STEP. 





WHAT ARE 
YOU GRINNING 
FOR? 





NOTHING, 


gust 
WONDERING IF 
THE DRINKING 
HABITS HAVE 
CHANGED A 
LiTTLe. 


Ihave to 
change 
as well. 
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HERE, 
DOCUMENTED 
EVIDENCE 


FROMA 
WHILE AGO. 






































ALso, 
T've $e- 


cure’ 
inte 
CONFERENCE 
san wi, COMPETE 


HIS BUSINESS 








you Ness 
COULDN'T TELL 
THIS GLY WAS yes 
DRINKING 
YESTERDAY. 




































eut 
PLEASE, LET 
ME HANDLE 

i THIS ONE. 
Sue's 

asking WHY? 

FORME, 

RIGHT? 





























‘AND 
ISHIDA-SAN ANOTHER] 
FROM FUN FARM THING, 
WOULD LIKE TO 
ARRANGE A 
MEETING WITH 
you. 










































































A PRETENSE 


TO SEE YOU. 


ANYWAY. 


T SUPPOSE 
ERR, _ YOU'RE 
FEEL LIKE HOW DO DONG MEA 
ISHIDA- oz may «PUT FAVOR THIS 
SANWANTS Gemay THIS... WAY. 


more, THING... 











WE'RE 
| BIRDS OF 


A FEATHER 
‘SHARING 


SIMILAR 
GRIPES, SO 
TL UNDER- 
STAND HER 
INA WAY. 


oByiou 
HAS ULTERIOR 
MOTIVES. 





THE AFFLIC- 
TION OF UNRE- 
QUITED LOVE 
CAN'T BE HELD 
AGAINST 
‘ANYONE. 


FALLING FOR 
SOMEONE SO 
HIGH IN DEMAND, 
HURTS A THOU 








wan, 


(ON SECOND 
THOUGHT, 
LET ME GO 

INSTEAD. 


PERSON HER- 
TOE ue ag SELF EXCESSIVE 
THEN THAT AS" GELF-CON- 
RIGHT, AND IT iT MAY. 
Dismissing Fn dure /  SCIOUSNESS 
HER FEEL- 16 WHAT IT 
INGS AS A ALLIS. 
«WOULD MERE INCON- 
LIE HEAVY VeNIENCE... 
WITH ME. 


THOU- 
SAND TIMES 








I MIGHT MYSELF UNABLE 
EVEN END TO INSPIRE ANY- 
BODY IF KEEP 


UP LOSING 
MYSELF. HIDING BEHIND 
INSINCERE 
SMILES. 


YM AND IF T 
CHOOSING LOSE YOU 
TOLIVE 00, THAT 
WITH AN WILL SAD- 
UPRIGHT DEN ME TO 








YES, a 
YES. h T Sled if 
IN THIRTY a. = e be 
ON... ae: sek 
snes | rae aber 
‘TELEPHONE oa ‘STAND. 
CONFERENCE YOU. 

















WITH KUME 
FooDs. 











\ 
— TDC RERRE RD 
v a . 4 
7 e WATT, v 
You'Re WHAT 
STL fe nies Holy 7! 
DRAGGII peal “DOING WHAT SERIOUS?! f| 
4 cisco” | | waygy uP! 
¥ ovT?! ; ¥ 


FOR 
TOMOR- 
woutp You ROW, 
LIKE TO HAVE 


PARFAITS? 


PAR- 
rats? 
A eurirs FoR 
A SATURDAY LUNCH? 
TOMOR- 
ROW, ISN'T 
11? 

































JY fi b WHAAAT... 
er .. . { THATS SO 
Sxceitent it THOUGHT- 
THOUGHTFUL... 
AREAL FINE s 7 FOL OF, 
‘SPECIMEN, 
BASICALLY. 











































































































































































































































































































































































































PLEASE, 

ust Get 
OVER THAT 
ALREADY... 

















WE ADULTS MUSE 
HOW QUICKLY A YEAR KNOW? 
PASSES, BUT THAT 
COULD BE TRACED 
TO THE STAGNANT 
EVERYDAY LIVES. 
WE LEAD. 


FOR THEM, 
EVERYDAY IS. 
MEMORABLE 

AND BATHED IN 

FRESH COLOR. 
APULL YEAR 
SPENT IN THIS 


WAY WILL NATU- 


RALLY FEEL 





























$0 AS You 

PACK ON THE 

YEARS, NEW 

EXPERIENCES 

‘ARE ESSEN- 
TUL. 


YOU DON'T 
HAVE ANY 
INTENTION OF 
DROPPING 


THAT TOPIC, 
D0 YOu? 


u 


T'VE LEARNED 
THAT GETTING 
CAUGHT IN A 
HABITUATED 
LIPESTYLE PRE- 
DISPOSES YOU 
TO DEMENTIA, 


THANK 
YOU FOR 
WAITING. 





i 
SMOOTHIE, “OF YOUR 
CORRECT? = ANTI-AGING 

THERAPY. 














ARIE 
YET You'Re eel vie. 
ALREADY 

ving ne SSR 
THe "ol 

MAN’ TReaT- PAUSE, 
NENT! 


Togawais an 
efficient subordinate, 


thoughtful, and 
level-headed. 


Not to mention, his. 
laugh... is somewhat 
adorable. 


What's more 
baffling than 
my supposed 

andropause, is 
how this guy 

still manages 
tobe single. 

































































THERE'S 
BEEN SOME 
ADDITIONS TO 


THE MATERIAL, 


SO T'M HEAD- 
ING OUT TO 
FETCH THEM. 


EXCUSE 
Me, 
Nozue- 








PROBABLY BE 
SUFFERING A 
THOUSAND 
HEARTACHES 
BYNOW... 





To sTaRT 
WITH, WEREN'T ‘| 
YOU BORN IN WH, WHAT? 
THE HEISE! 

ERA? 


| wouldnt 
KNOW. 


"YAA" IS LIKE, 
AGUY MAKING 
HIS ENTRANCE 
IN A ROMANTIC 
FILM FROM. 
BACK IN THE 
SHOWA ERA. 





"TIN: SHOWA (1926-1908), HEISE! (1289-2012) 


TF ONLY T 
THEN We'D WAS BORN 


BESHARING A YEAR 
TEN JIVE, THE SAME EARLIER, 


YEARS. KID. BIRTH-ERA. 


REGARDLESS 
OF AGE, TM 
QUITE CONTENT 
AND HAVING FUN, 
HANGING OUT 
WITH YOU LIKE 


DOES THAT 
MEAN WE'RE 

HANGING OUT 

IN YOUR PRI- DAY-OFF. 
VATE LIFE? 


ITHINK I'D 
REFRAIN FROM 
BROWN NOSING 
IN MY PRIVATE 

LIFE. 





50 PLEASE 


TUCK AWAY 
YOUR WORK 
FACE, AS 


WELL. 













of 


i [il oA 


of) 


























AGAIN WITH 


IT'S 60 THE LONG 
PACKED WITH LINES. 
GIRLS, IT'S 


THE ELDERLY. 





























YOU COULD, 
PLEASE BE 
MORE DIS- 
CREET WITH 


THE LOOKS... 








EVENAN 
OLDMAN 
LIKE ME HAS 
MORE OR 
LESS OF AN 
(0EA ABOUT 
WHAT'S 
GOING ON 
INSIDE YOUR 
HEADS... 





JUST KINDA, 
He's VERY 
CUTE... 


Ihaven't heard why he 
goes out of his way to hang 
out with me ona day-off. 


He can't be brown 
nosing me for real, can he? 





TLL THEN, 
ASK HOW rT wnLL 
LONG THE oBuice A 
ESTIMATED “Little. 
can't WAITING 
wave ou TIME WILL 
CATCHNG BE. 


Granting I'ma phlegmatic 
oldman, short of hobbies and 
simply drifting through life, 


Would anyone actually 
fuss over their superior 
from work? 





That'd just 
feelalittle... sad. 


No, scratch 
that. I've never 
known Togawa 
to beacrafty, 

scheming sort 

of guy. 


ees HON- 
eSTLy. 
THAT PART 
OF YOU IS 
St 








ove 


1 
. 














OH... Sy 74 60, WHAT 

b ty KIND OF 
\\ ¥ A MY y THOUGHTS 
Iwas L WERE YOU 

THINKING N ZZ we HAVING 

y i | HOW FN tT ; aeout 

a 1S TO HANG & ME? 
jy our WITH \ 


YOU. — 





ee 


























Imean, 
look at him. 


TWENTY \ $ OH, 
mew | V8 ewer ot 
WILL BE TOWAIT 
OVER IN ‘AROUND 
Besives, A JIFFY. r irs wHat TWENTY 
SEAR- sHoup MINUTES 
CHED THis rar wiete oy OREO. 
seEIT op ONT : THAVEA YOU WANT WE DO? 
turo- Wee FALLBACK TO HEAD 
? INMIND, _ELSE- 
JUSTIN WHERE? 
case. 


WHY 















































































































































rat 
ee 
..incredibly 
adorable. 


But 
inthis 
weather, 
a parsert 
tnoy 
se the 
wisest 
shina tO 
have: 








| should just 
delight in how 
much lovel'm 
getting as his 
superior. 


Whatever his 
motives, |highly 
doubt it's any- 
thing nefarious 
when he's pulling 
outall the stops 
like this, 






































NOZLIE-SAN, 


YOU SEEM 
TO BE IN HIGH 
SPIRITS. 
LATELY. 


ID ANY- 





ToGAWAl ” 


WHAT WAS 
V THAT FoR?! 

WHY’D You 

HIT ME?! 


believe it! 
You Finally 
snagged a 
girlfriend, 
didn't you?! 


BASE. I'VE 
GOT SOME- 


Y | THING BeT- 
TER GOING 


¢ Q 
DILLY DALLYING 

IN THE SoRDID & 
PARTS of To- 


YOU HAVE A 





FIIINE. 





THROW 
THINGS ATA 
(OLLEAGVE! 














You TWO. 
ARE CLOSE. 


COME ON, . 
IT'S NOT LIKE Not at 


WE SPEND eet 
j evervoay Although dll! We'd 
OTHER vay, 11's TOGETHER. Although be glad to 
TOGAWA TOLD WHITE DAY, it's curious ave yout 
$0 I THOUGHT you're not you! 
IT'D BE NICE T0 ‘ u 
GET TOGETHER | having lunch 
specuuizes WITH EVERY- “| with Togawa- 
IN GRATIN. ONE. *}  kanéoday. 





























AA 9 
i 















































(AN BE So HELL?! 
vy TAMESS! 


vss SO, 
WHAT DID. 
THEY SAY? 


Is THAT 
YOU STRUNG 
ALONG THE 
LADIES TO 
LEAVING YOUR HAREM 
NOT EVEN — LUNCH 
THE RECEP- DATE, 
TIONISTS 
BEHIND. 





TASKED 
HE LADIES 
RESTAU- FOR HELP... 
RANTS TO 
EAT AT AND 
FUN PLACES 
TO HANG 
our. 






ICANT 
sit STILL, 
sor KNOWING 
THOUGHT IT's ALWAYS 
T'D00A YOU THAT'S 
BIT OF RE~ TAKING ME 
SEARCH... OUT. 





“ OUT) 
Zig, Wy) 


SAY IT'S RE- 
SEARCH. 























be SORTS 
TLL BE 
SENDING OF INFO. 
































or 


mayer 
TWAS IT's TIME WE 
HAVING MY CLOSE THE CUR- 
SHARE OF TAIN ON THIS 
FUN AND GOT ACT, HUH? 
ALITTLE TOO 
(CITED... 
































OH, THAT'S. 
RIGHT. THE 


SOUVENIR I 
RECEIVED FROM 
1s 


WOULD STILL LEFT 
YOU LIKE UNTOUCHED. 
SOME? 


FEELING 
BETTER 
NOW? 





WHY I WAS 
Rath 


HER 
SULLEN. 








rise 
WHAT A 
LACKLUSTER ie 
: : THE LADIES 
rs port NOT CUTE vine YOUR 
THINK YOU'RE 


AGAIN. Ar ALL. 
NICE ON THE 
eves. 


TOGAWA- 
KUN, 
YOU'RE 
A STUN- 
NER! 


The a What 


afternoon 
way | . break is 
itis g 
jou sa Nes ‘about over, 
hardly so let's get 


either. |. back to 


The 
ineonsis~ In what kind 
. fener of gil talk would aie 
rrossisie | yoy hear 2 gil blow tae. 
het own horn and JOIN IN ON 
call herself a THE FUN 


stunner? 


are you 
stacting 
2 





Togawa-kun, 
embrace me! 





SEA 


















































iM sust 


YOU = WHAT YOU 
ASKED SAID. 
(ME TO EM- 
BRACE 


GIRLS, IN AN 
ATTRACTIVE 
MAN'S EMBRACE, 
USUALLY HAVE A 
CUTER REACTION 
THAN THIS. 





OBJECTIVELY 





The next thing | know, 
turned into an "old man" 
who couldn't adapt and 
change tothe times. 


Iwas afraid of facing my 
own ignorance and failures— 


nondescript details in my 
younger years—sol resor- 
ted to running away, like 
aforce of habit. 










Inthe 
tes 

arms of a4 
attractive +oueh 

uy, you BING ® 

feallike itt 
your heart's 

in your 


mouth. 


Togawa 
probably thinks 
nothing of this. 
Tohim, it's just. 
getting to know 
one's superior. 


That's 7 Y onthe 
why, the Ny other hand, 
next time 5 fi, have come 
we have ‘to think 
thedayto g that being 
ourselves, ‘: anoldman 
Iwant-to ~ isnot so 
make you bad, and 
laugha thatis 
whole ZA something 
damn lot. DONT WE initself. 


FIRSTS? 





Old-fashioned Cupcake | 3 


wn Te 
GANA, 
My HELP. 


IT CAM- 
WON'T ERA'S 
LET ME ACTING 

TAKE UP. 


Way’ : 
yeu Tave HEY! 
AN op 









































actue 


WHAT'S ALLY, TD say 
THE POINT THIS CUTE 
. 4 ay . CAKE MAKES: 
ee PHONE J ¥ SuBect! 
PUR- 

















YOURS CHASE, 
FOR 
SNAPS? 


I PREFER 
USING MY 
LIKE ALL“ 6MART- say crsa 
OTHER PHONE FOR sO DIDN'T 
YOUNG PHOTOS, YOU OWN KNOW. 
GIRLS. AN SLR 


THING? 





GETTING 
IN THE GIRL 


ANTIFAGING THe 
THERAPY AINDEET 
WAG A uc THAT BEING 


CESS? 


ALL FUN, 






1N JAPAN, 
PLE 
custom 
sail ove : - 
Sire) | oo : T FAILED 
: 10 SEE THE 
cocstcens e PLETHORA OF 
yeaR-END a invite aur 6000 THINGS 
oiFt (Ose Nee 
Fos ME TO EAT BECAUSE = TOME ALL 
Those OUT HAVE & iebor fOUTOOK  ryrouguout 
Herve DRINK, PLAY CURED OF THE TIME TO 
HEAVILY GOLF, WATCH THIS SHORT- SHOW ME Non 
RELIED ON. ire SPORTS— SIGHTED- AROUND, 


AMAZING, AGREAT 
IF YOU THINK NUMBER OF 
agour it, THEM WERE 
WITHIN ay 
‘SURROUND- 


PROBLEM- 
ATIC IF YOU I APPAR 
GET CAR- SHOULD ENTLY, MY 
Rievawar |] “ave “Tenaciry 
GLADLY AT WORK 
ACCEPTED MAKES ME 
MORE OF RELIABLE. 
THEIR INVI- 
TATIONS. 













us M 
rome YES 
MYSELF "expe 
AND OTHERS py 
eo. FEEL 2 ENCES, 









































TD BEEN 

Never BROODING 
OR pout my ABOUT THE 
wat BOOTY DIFFERENCES 
True Wap-PASige? BETWEEN MY 
PINESS "CURRENT 








YOU MIGHT 















FIND IT MORE ‘AND Past 
SATISFYING IF mean. FEARS, 
YOU MAINTAIN 

IT THAT WAY 


UNTIL YOU'RE 





COMPEN- 
SATE ME 
FOR THE 

THERAPY'S 
Success. 


WHEN 
THE TIME 
COMES, WOULD 
YOU SPARE 
ME SOME OF 
YOUR TIME? 


TM NOT 
ASKING FOR “Shay 
ANYTHING, s0KING. 
Tsust . 





IM 
PRETTY 
CONFIDENT 
T TOP YOu 





OH, c- 
Bur... OR eee 
DROP , & F ¢ é 
IN You H 
‘ire. Coffe Lattd 


AT ALL. IN 
FACT, IT'LL 


DRINKING 
AT HOME 
1S NOT 50 
DIFFERENT 
ITHOUGHT — FROM 
YOU WANTED DRINKING 
TOCOMPEN- INA PuB, 
SATEME? YEAH? 


DON'T HAVE 
ANYTHING AT 
HOME, THOUGH. 
WE'LL NEED TO 
GO SHOPPING. 


IVE = ABOUT IT, 
DONE IT WE'RE JUST 
WITHA SHARING A 
FELLOW DRINK AT 

COLLEAGUE HOME. 
BEFORE. 










































































aed 
ACTUALLY 
THOUGHT 
YOU'D BE 
LIVING IN A 


IT's 
UNDERGOING 
RENOVATION, 

BUT THE 
INSIDE'S. 
PLENTY 
MODERN. 





yourre BLE, BUT 
aust Like IT'S. A MALE 
"ANY OLD COLLEGE 
‘MAN, Hu}, STUDENT. 


IT'S UNSEEMLY WHEN 
YOU USE JUVENILE 
LANGUAGE LIKE 

































































































































































LeT 
(ME PUT 
IT THIS 
WAY... 





SS wuar's 
THE DIFFER- ~& 
—— ENCE? 





THAT WHILE 

KIND OF THOSE WHO 
LIKE COOKING 
WOULD HAVE 
‘ALL THREE, 
ALONG WITH 
BLACK BEAN 
ALICE AND 


iN 


SURE, BUT 
GOCHUIANG |S 
NOT CHINESE. 


ABOUT WE 
VisiT THE 
200 NEXT 


“TIN: TOBANSAN (CHILI BEAN SALICED, TOUCHIJAN (BLACK BEAN SAUCE), 
TENMENSAN CSWIEET BEAN SALICE), AND XO SALICE ARE ALL CHINESE SALICES, 
GOCHUSANG (KOREAN CHILI PASTE) IS AN EXCEPTION, BECALISE IT Is, WELL, 
KOREAN. TOGAWA, WITH HIS ZERO KNOVILEDGE OF COOKING, ASSUMED 
GOCHUSANG WAS CHINESE AS VELL BECALISE THEY ALL END WITH "-JAN/G.*" 
4L50, & LITERAL TRANSLATION OF WHAT TOGAWA SAID IS "ALL THIS JaN JAW 
‘YOU'RE SAYING MAKES NO SENSE TO ME," HENCE THE PANDA CSIAN SAND. 





DON'T 
Nozue- ane IFT 
SAN, DO YOU , 
ALWAYS COOK 
LAVISH DIN- 
NERS LIKE 
THIS? 


=» YOU'VE 
PERFECTED 
THE ART OF 
BEING A 
HOUSEWIFE. 


















































YOU LIKE 
‘SECONDS? 


Y 
| / 0 I DON 
> ABOUT 
60 T KINDA 
A au. Met: 
HI 


ALTHOUGH 
IT SEEMS 
UNLIKELY 
THATILL 
COME TO 
FRUITION. 





le 
wei— Pr ¥ 







































































GL : 
we Lore. | | 

4 
a you. : hi 

A: = ~ 
q | a Sin 
—_— = 





IF You 
NoTICED, THEN 
You (ovLb'VE 

PRETENDED 
You DIDN'T? 


























COULD You 
PLEASE WAIT 
HERE FORA 
LITTLE BIT? 


—1 BET IN 
THOSE TWO i 
MINUTES, YOU 
CRAMMED ALL 
YOUR STUFF S 
INTO YOUR = = 
BEDROOM. = fy : 

















‘SOMETHING 
YOU'D RUSH 
rsa TOHIDE... 


PORNO, 
ISN'T IT? 





I MEANT 
TO CLEAN, 
BUT YOUR 

PLACE IS 
SPOTLESS. 


















































TIN SIDE DISH COKAZLD COULD ALSO MEAN MASTURBATORY AID. 
<< 


WHAT 

DO YOU 
USUALLY 

USE AS 

AND ASIDE 
NOT TALKING DISH? 
UT 


Bot 
SAUCES AND 
ALL THAT. 


YOU'RE THE ONE 


PROPOSE 
WE STOP IT. 





























i , 
{ ss 
j 
Pale ed |] 





THE DETAILS 
OF YOUR MAS- 
IDON'T _TYRBATION 
REALLY WANT pyRSUITS. 
To HEARA 
SUBORDINATE 
Y TALK ABOUT 


sus ees 
bal YM Now! Not RAHT, commonpuace "ONT CBN 
oan, you SoRRY FoR ASINGLE ft ano ace TO se 
Use MAGA” FAL MESSING WoRD FUR- K DIGITAL MAS- 
? h Wy TURBATORY 
WITH You, THER! AIDS RATHER 
THAN MAGA- 
ZINES. 


























‘AN APRON 
NEXT TIME. 





YOU'RE 
Way Don't ASKING 
YOU SHOW ME TO. BUT apes 
FOODSTUFF 


THis Geezer COME AS q 
You've Got AHOUSE- TIM AFRAID AND INGRE- 
DIENTS: 


THE METTLE i NOW 

FOR COOKING FIRST THING paras 
(ON YOUR ABOUT 

COOKING. 


I WANT You 
oe : , . } TO COME SOT 
7 HA | COULD SPECIFI- 
eae ne 7 CALLY SHOW YOU 
oe THAVE REAL 
METTLE IN ME. 


SHOW THAT TO 
THE Gilet YOU 
LIKE, RATHER 

THAN SOME 
GEEZER. 




































































BEFOREI 
KNEW IT, EVEN 
THESE THINGS 


I WONDER 

WHAT KIND OF 

GIRL TOGAWA 
LIKES... 


MAYBE 

SHE'S FROM 

OLR COMPA- 
NY. 








Would you like to 
go somewhere this 
Sunday? 


I'm sorry for the sudden 
visit today. | hope | was 
able to return the favor. 
























































A MASK. 
DID YOU wyat HAP- 


CATCHA ~ pENED? 
COLD? 





THEN T'LL 
TAKE YOUR 
worD 
FOR IT... 


THIS Is, 
NOTHING 
L CAN'T 
HANDLE. 












‘ ARE YOU 
WS SURE YOU'RE 
ALL RIGHT? 
i \\ 
'\ 
dV 
\ 


aay 













































































is 
NO- 
ANYWAY, 
AREN'T THING. 
YOU DOING 
ANYTHING 


CAN TASK 

YOU TO REVIEW 

THE DRAFT ONE 
‘MORE TIME? 






KIRISHIMA'S SAN TO 
OFFICE FOR PRINT THE 
ABIT. = MATERIAL? 





























IRRITATION . 
I’M FEEL- There are definitely. 


instances when ames-. 
sage froma woman would 
take precedence over one 

-from a superior... 


‘Actually, that'd make‘ 
the more logical sense ::. 
in terms of private 
engagements.. 








TILL SKIP 
IT FOR 
ToDAY. 





KAKITANI 
AND THE 
OTHERS ARE f . 

INVITING N TL KNEW IT. 

you YOU FOR Bq YOU'RE ILL, 
SHOULD GO RAMEN. AREN'T 
‘AND JOIN you? 
THEM. 





















CANWE YEA 
EXPECT NOZUE- 
YOU AT THE SAN, 





NOT COMING! 
SUZUKI-SAN’S 
NOT COMING! 
















WELL, ALL 
RIGHT. LL 
COME. 





THEN LET'S 
GET CRACK- 
ING, SO WE 
COULD PACK 
uP... 


you very 











CATCH HIM 
TINKERING 
















BUT HE 









WITH HIS 

SAID HE'S 
COMING TO PHONE, HE DIDN'T 
THE DRINKING: EITHER, DRINK HIS. 





SESSION... SMOOTHIE. 





















































HE WAS IN BuT 
A CONSTANT NOZUE-GAN 
DAZE. ‘SEEMED OUT 
OF IT. WE THINK 
HE MIGHT BE 


WHERE'S 


He WAS 
Ksccene [ caitenira 
BACK THE 

NIGHT EARLE 


DRINKS, 
fous, | FRTHAN 




















TECHNICALLY, 


WE DIN'T ERR... 
LET Hit. HE HE WENT 
OUT AHEAD 
OF US, SO 
HE'S PROB- 
3 a ABLY GONE 


HOME. 
YOU LET 


HIM GO HOME 
BY HIMSELF? 
IN HIS BAD 
CONDITION? 














pe 









I'M GOING : TOGAWA, 
TO SEARCH YOU AIN'T 
FOR NOZLIE- DRINKING: 

SAN AND HEAD : WITH US? 



























































K's NO 


; Cir 
. giacie! 8 Peay, 

TURNS OUT = So, i 

HE'S HAD ONE . 
= ott 
DRINKS. tat Aisi y 
= > e 3 
2 % a 









































you 
MAY BE 
SOBER, 
BuT 
YOU'RE 
CERTAINLY 
RUNNING 
A FEVER. 





WHAT 
way 7! 
‘ 
VM NoT. 
THAT 
DRUNK! 
Vee 
re 
sn A 
os | N 


ee 





WOULDN'T 
BE CAUGHT 
IN AFIGHT 
Just BY 
WALKING. 


YOU HAVE A 
SLIGHT FEVER. 
IT HASN'T BEEN 
TWO HOURS 
gust make SINCE YOU DRANK 
ALCOHOL, 60 T 
SURE YOUDO can't GIVE YOU 
IT TOMORROW “THE MEDICINE 


MORNING. RIGHT NOW. 




























































































ae Ce 


a7 Fe 








. ‘ ON ToP oF WHY DID 
ree ann, || THAT,IWAS You Detne Oh, yeah. 
your debt. What brought 
you over there? 
Imean, you 
\ didn’t come 
“/  withus for 


YouRSELF f 1 drinks, right? 
g A fe 





N 
y >= 





THERE'S 
NOTHING 
STRANGE 
ABOUT IT. 


BESIDES, 


BARGING 
INTO YOUR 
HOUSE, SEND- 
ING YOU MES- 
SAGES IN THE 
MIDDLE OF THE 


TM NIGHT... THAT'S 


STRANGE, 


ONLY A 
ISN'T IT? 


YOU'VE DONE 
ENOUGH WITH 
THE ANTI-AGING 
THERAPY AND 


EVERYTHING, SO 


DRAWING THIS 
OUT FEELS AS 
IF I'M TAKING 
ADVANTAGE OF 
‘MY POSITION. 


IT'S NOT 
LIKE T WAS 
IGNORING 


LATELY, 


T'VE BEEN 
FEELING LIKE 
TM INTRUDING 
IN YOUR PRI- 
VATE LIFE FOR 
FAR TOO 
MUCH... 

















LZ 


LLL 


\ 
y 


YOU'RE 
NOT SIMPLY 
A SUPERIOR 

TO ME. 





You 
ARE... 


we VERY 
SPECIAL 
PERSON. 


Isn't that 
just like... 


..one of those 
muddled lines that 
cause romantic 


YOU'RE A C 
merry we confusion between 
‘SPECT EVEN 
OUTSIDE THE amananda 
WORKPLACE. woman? 





HOME 
VISITS, TLL COME 
MESSAGES TO YOUR AID 
AT NIGHT, ANYTIME, ANY~ 
MEETING ON. WHERE. JUST 
i NAME IT, 
WISH FOR. A HOLIDAY- 


Of course. Under 
ho circumstances 
would | be anything 

other thana 
superior. 


There must be What am! 


somethingwrong misunderstanding 
with me. here? 


ree, 

BE NO END 
OF TROUBLE 
IF YouR 
SUPERIOR'S 
‘A DUMMY, 
HUH? 


Witha 
DUMMY ten-year age 
ORNOT, No, how 


THAT'LL THERE! l'dmiscon- 94? betweenus, LISTEN TO 
"LL THERE'S - . 
STOP ME NOTHING strueit—  Phere’s bound 


: WHAT T 
FROM YOUcoN igthe to be differen- "just 
Lo-... D0, 


uestion cesinhow we SAID? 
subOOKING era construe the 
uP TO YOU. : word “special” 








DON'T TELL 
ME, YOU 
DIDN'T READ 
MY TEXT? 





IF T REALLY KNOW, 
AM THE “SPECIAL = ‘CAUSE TT HULU? 


SUPERIOR" YOU CONSTANT-. I RECEIVED 
SAY TAM, THEN T'D LY CHECKED NO REPLY 
EXPECT YOU TO MY PHONE, WHATSO- 
REPLY IMMEDIATELY. ALRIGHTY? EVER. 
$0 WHAT'S THAT 


“piriahty"- 


YOU'RE 
USING A 
DIFFERENT 
‘ACCOUNT. 


























YOU'RE 
MANAGING 
THREE ACCOUNTS 
IN THIS APP. 


YOU TEXTED 
ME, ASKING 
IF T WANTED 
TO GO SOME- 
WHERE THIS 
‘SUNDAY, 


LISTEN 
up. 























IT MEANS 
WHAT YOUR MAIL 
MADE YOU ADDRESS. 
CREATE 
THREE 
ACCOUNTS: 
ANYWAY? 


LooK. 


ICANT 
BELIEVE 
YOU DIDN'T 
REALISE YOU 
SWITCHED 


TILL CALL 
FROM NOW 
‘ON. 


PLEASE TELL 
‘ME YOU'RE NOT 
USING ONE FOR 

PERSONAL 
MATTERS AND 
ANOTHER TO 

BOOK HOSTESS- 
ES LIKE A DIRTY 
OLD MAN. 


w+ ANYWAY, 


IF YOu 
DON'T SWITCH 
TO THE ACCOUNT 
YOU'RE USING TO 
TEXT ME, THERE'S 
NO WAY YOU'D SEE 
MY REPLIES. 


We 
COULD'VE 
SAVED A 

‘TON OF TIME 
IFT gust 
TOLD YOu 
DIRECTLY. 


‘ousty, 
HT 6 PINE. 








the el 
and flow of my 
emotions has 
een intense and 
gratifyingly 
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